Summer 2018
ten days everyone has “moved up” into their new
classes following their new timetable. It has gone
really well and should make for a settled summer
holiday everybody knowing where they are and what
they will be doing come September.

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and its captures
some of the many things that have been going on in
school and off site this term. We have recently
received news that the National Autistic Society
has awarded us Accredited Status. I am very proud
of the staff team at Bensham Manor School.
Twenty four year 11s left school last week. We
wish them well. All start college placements in
September. No doubt they will be back to see us
late September looking very grown up and mature.
“Moving Up” Fortnight has gone well. For the last

We waved goodbye to Paul Bowley our school
counsellor of the past 4 years. He is relocating. I am
sure you will join me in thanking him for his work.
Frances Ogiemwense takes over in September.
We welcome over 45 year 7s in September. They
have all spent a few days at Bensham getting to know
everyone and their way around. Three new teachers
Amy Simmons, Andrea Hodson and Barrie Murphy
as well as Amy Pearce our new Speech and Language
Therapist join us in September.
May I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and
healthy holiday and I look forward to seeing all the
pupils normal time on Tuesday 4th September for
the start of the Autumn term.

Some students attended a workshop at the
Museum of London called Dinner by Candlelight.
Pupils discovered what it would have been like to
be in Tudor London without electricity. They
looked at Tudor artefacts (candle holders) and
touched replica candles made of either beeswax
(for the rich) or animal fat (for the poor). Then
they made their own candle holders using clay to
bring back to school and air dried. They have
been painting them this week.

Year 7 held their annual 'WONKA DAY' to celebrate world
book day and our English topic on Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, 7DD and 7HP enjoyed a fun filled day,
with learning experiences of treasure hunts, quizzes,
games and many fun activities and to top it all the school
governors were able to join in the fun with us too!

They have been working on copying the style of
Van Gogh. In particular his famous pictures '
starry night' and sunflowers'. Pupils have been
learning about warm and cool colours, and have
used oil pastel to complete their final pieces

Miss Freeborn’s visit to…
I was very excited to once again be
able to visit Kenya at Easter time. I
went to see the new school that
started in September. This is linked
to the home that this school have
supported through the charity,
Cariad Kenya.

…Kenya!

The school is in Kikambala. It has
4 stories and 44 classrooms. It is a
primary school. The primary aged
girls from the home attend it. It is
only 5 minutes away from the
home.
Along with some of the staff, I ran a
Bible club for 75 pupils at the
school. The activities included
singing, arts and crafts and
learning about the Easter story. It
was a great experience, which the
pupils really enjoyed.
Also, during my visit we were able
to take the girls to the cinema to
see Peter Rabbit. This was a fun
experience which some of the girls
had never done before.
It was lovely to catch up with the
girls and staff at the home and to
see the new school. I look forward
to going back very soon!

Prepping for Bible

On Tuesday 17th April, we had our
mock interview. This is to help us
prepare for the real interviews.

We have been making
sculptures using willow rods.

To finish off the year, P16FM have completed
a small project on British Wildlife. Wildlife
means the animals and plants which live
outside in nature.
We have learned about some of the animals
and plants that live in Britain as well as the
environments they live in. We found out that
the place in nature where something chooses
to live is called its habitat.
We collected objects found outside in nature.
These were items which are part of our
wildlife’s habitats - leaves, stones, twigs and
bark.
To finish the British Wildlife project we
created art and craft pieces inspired by and
made from parts of British wildlife and the
wildlife’s habitats.
It has been a lovely way to end the year.

Robin’s Nest Mobile

Pine cone and acorn shell flowers, by Leanne Ward and Adrian.

Leaf printing and painted
tree, by Maxwell.

Leaf printing, by Edmund.

Bat with leaf print wings, by Nicholas

Most pupils in year 10 had the opportunity to experience
driving lessons and learnt about the theory of driving.
Driving instructors fro JED'S driving school offered 4
sessions of theory and 1 session of driving a car. All the
pupils were excellent at driving around the school
grounds and we look forward to meeting them on the
roads in the next few years!!!!
Click on this link for more information:
http://www.jedsdrivingschool.co.uk/

30 pupils in year 10 attended a short residential at The
Old Pheasantry in Mogador towards the end of June.
They all had a great time taking part in household
chores, wood collecting, building a fire, having a BBQ
and a 5 hour hike. They were able to mix with pupils
from different classes and make new friends. They
showed a great attitude to teamwork to produce their
own meals and resilience when climbing the face of the
North Downs!
The residential was supported by the Jack Petchey
Foundation
Click on this link for more information:

For the past two years pupils in 11MOB have been working
towards getting their Duke of Edinburgh bronze award.
Recently they went on an expedition which was formally
assessed to see if they had all the necessary skills to survive
in the wilderness. All pupils that attended passed with flying
colours and were a credit to themselves and Bensham
Manor School. Congratulations to Lewis, Mahad, Francis,
Shayna, Daniel and Layek on this wonderful achievement
Click on this link for more information:
https://www.dofe.org/
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