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Farewell to
Mr Poulton
Goodbye Mr Poulton!
This term sees the end of an era with Mr Poulton’s retirement. He
has worked at Bensham Manor for over ten years and has
completely transformed the school. He has been responsible for
some of the most popular developments in school including the
building of a new outdoor learning classroom and allotment which
is very much loved by all at Bensham. His own passion for sport
(he was a PE teacher!) saw him introducing two new MUGA’s for
the pupils to play football and do sport in. The adventure
playground was also introduced by him to ensure that all pupils
had the opportunity to have fun when they were not in classroom
learning.
Mr Poulton has been an incredibly supportive Head Teacher, not
just to staff and pupils but also to families. He has always worked
tirelessly to ensure that everyone feels valued under his leadership.
His focus on developing independence for all pupils led him to
opening the Post 16, ensuring that pupils who were not quite ready
to go to college at the end of Year 11 had an opportunity to
continue to develop the skills needed to progress to college.
The school has won many awards under his leadership including
Croydon Special School of the Year on two occasions. Bensham
Manor is now a popular, oversubscribed and successful school.
We wish him a happy and enjoyable retirement. We will be saying a
proper goodbye to him in a special assembly in the Summer term.
Mrs Robinson (Head Teacher)

Staying Safe
Doing your part
At Bensham we strongly encourage following the Government's
guidelines and measures to keep us safe and in good health. This
includes staying indoors as much as possible and social
distancing from others when outside.

Keeping active and learning
On your school email
accounts you will find work
from teachers to complete
during the time in which
school is closed. Also,
please visit the
Bensham.NET website for
useful links to continue
learning from home.
To the right is Dhruv who is
thanking our wonderful
NHS for ensuring our safety
during this time!

Choir
A busy few months!
The choir has been working hard this academic year. There
are 33 students in it from all different year groups. We enjoy
learning a varied repertoire of songs.
At Christmas we went carol singing at the
Whitgift centre to raise money for the
charity, Cariad Kenya. This charity supports
an orphanage in Kenya. We raised over
£250!
We also sang at Norbury Halls, a residential care home and
Southsea Court, a sheltered housing provision. The children
particularly enjoyed the biscuits and chocolates that were provided
afterwards!
A highlight of this term is when some
choir members went to see The Prince of
Egypt at The Dominion theatre in the
West End. It is based loosely on Exodus,
a book from the Bible. We had to travel by
train and tube, a new experience for
some! We had seats in the stalls so we
had a very good view. The musical was
really enjoyed by all the pupils.

Humanities
Natural History Museum
Year 8 had fun visiting the Natural
History Museum. They have been
learning all about Earth’s natural
hazards. Romane in 8HP said “It was
the best trip ever”. Brooke in 8CW said
“I loved learning about earthquakes”.
Well done year 8!

London Eye
What is tourism? Why do people
come to London? Year 10 can
answer that for you. They have
been learning about tourism and
to end the unit we headed to one
of the most famous landmarks
in London...The London Eye.
Vanessa in 10UO said “I saw
lots of buildings” and Aaron in
10DJ said “being a tourist is
fun”. Well done year 10!

World Book Day
Door Decorating!
As part of the World Book Day celebration at Bensham, Head of
English Amy set a challenge to all classes. She wanted to see
who could design the best classroom doors based on their
favourite books and authors.
The winners in the top row (from left to right) are 10EE, 7DD and 7AH!

Article Artz
Bensham's Brilliant Band!
Bensham's band Article Artz is a group of Year 9s and 10 who
have performed at various venues including Fairfield Halls,
Legacy Youth Zone and most recently, Boxpark Croydon. It
comes as no suprise that they've smash it out the park everytime
- also while expanding the size of the group. On March 11th to
celebrate International Womens Day, the band were invited by
Croydon Council to perform for the public at the Boxpark.

The band performed 'Seven Nation Army' by The White Stripes, a
challenging song lead strongly by Filipe's vocals. Then,
Chanttelle took the microphone on song number two - 'Señorita'
by Shawn Mendes and Camila Cabello. With strong support from
the band she closed out the performace in brilliant fashion.

Sport Relief
Activites for all
On March 23rd we celebrated Sports Relief by hosting a variety of
fun activites for students. The four main workshops were:
Fun and Games PE
Healthy Fruit Snacks
Red Nose Arts and Crafts
A Question of Sport

Gideons Visit
The Gideons came to Bensham to provide a very hands on experience
with many different exciting animals. Some Year 7's overcame their
fears that day! Take a look at some pictures that include turtles,
hedgehogs, rabbits, chinchillas and even pythons!

Football
Surrey League

Bensham's boys and girls teams
continue to thrive at the Surrey
Inclusive Football League which has
fixtures that take place every half
term at Mitcham Goals. We are one
of the few schools that has
representation at all levels with
every team pushing for success at
the top of their division.
This builds on the solid foundation
of the football after school clubs
that take place every week. This
term there is even a new club for
girls which is run by our friends at
The Crystal Palace Football
Foundation.

Food Tech
Carry on cooking!
Students are developing their practical skills. Please keep your child
involved with cooking at home! Engaging ideas include: grating;
peeling vegetables; cutting up vegetables (supervision required for
sharp knife usage. Please ask your child to show you how we handle
knives safely in class); washing lettuce; preparing a salad; making a
sandwich; decorating a pizza and unpacking shopping.

Time and Shape
Time
Year 7 worked on using time to see
what they could do in 60 secondsthey estimated what their score
would be then recorded this onto a
table, then learnt how to set a digital
timer for 60 seconds/1 minute and
completed the activity and recorded
the actual time. The activities were:
How tall can you build a tower? How
many star jumps can you do? How
many times you can write your
name. This was a fun activity and
some activities had a surprising
outcome!

Shape
Year 7 also worked on finding the
properties of 2D and 3D shapes. We
found lots of different shapes around
the school. These included: shapes in
the Computing Suite, Dining Room
and other unusual places around the
school. We also made shapes using
playdough, magnetics and paper.
Making 3D net shapes with paper
was challenging and fun, we made
triangular prisms, cubes, cuboids and
cylinders.

Sports Events
Boccia
9VF have participated in 2 Boccia
events this term. They made it
through the qualifiers to reach the
Surrey Finals in March.
Unfortunately, they weren't able
to make it through to the medal
matches but were congratulated
for their fantastic sportsmanship
and finished a creditable 5th.

Indoor Hockey
Bensham entered three teams from 7DD and 7TM in this year's
Surrey Special Schools Unihoc Tournament in February. Although
this was the first time that they had represented the school, all the
teams performed extremely well against older opponents
throughout the day. Our 'A' team were unfortunate to meet the
eventual winners Freemantles and lost a closely fought semi-final.
But they deserve huge credit for the way they recovered from this
to go and win the Bronze Medal play-off.

Religious Studies
Trip to Croydon Minister Church
Pupils have been studying
Places of Worship for their
course work. We were given
a guided tour of the church,
in which pupils were able to
answer questions about the
artefacts within the Church.
Pupils had a chance to ask
questions - how believers
feel about the Church and the
significance of the
church within communities
and how Minster
Church supports the
community. Some pupils had
the chance to dress as a
Bishop and Choir member.
The pupil's behaviour was
respectful and inquisitive but
appropriate to the church
setting
Well done Year 10!

Palace for Life
Bensham Manor's students continue to benefit from the work of the
Crystal Palace FC 'Palace for Life' Foundation.

Healthy Eagles
This scheme teaches and mentors our children about healthy body
awareness, nutrition and ways of keeping fit and active. 13 Bensham
students part in their workshop every week!

Training ground visit
We've recently had the opportunity
to see the first team train, meeting
players like Gary Cahill and the
Manager Roy Hodgson!

Newcastle match
The charity provided tickets to CPFC's triumph over Newcastle - in an
executive box no less! We thank them for their work at Bensham and
hope to continue long in to the future.

Kinetic Theatre
Lighting up Science
The Kinetic Theatre Company has once again returned to Bensham
Manor School to excite our KS3 students with an energetic, lively
performance entitled 'Light Fantastic', a country and western style
musical comedy.
Through a very imaginative performance the students actively learnt
about the properties of light, reflection, colours and the planets.

The students loved the performance. There was lots of audience
participation, classic country and western songs, which engaged all
members of the audience and an informative question and answer
session at the end of the show.
The performance successfully supplemented science teaching
practices within the school and educated, inspired and entertained
both our students and staff. It was a thoroughly entertaining show!

Well done Kinetic theatre, a
fantastic effort, we can’t wait to
see your next inspiring show!

Forest School
Out in the wilderness
The Forest School is outdoor education that one class from Year 8
partakes in once a week. The weather may have been challenging
recently but Bensham's intrepid students have continued to attend
Forest School through most of the winter.
The old saying goes that, " there's no such thing as the wrong weather just the wrong clothes" and along with learning about appropriate attire
- our pupils have continued to benefit from Anne-Marie and Suzy's
Strudwick's expertise to learn various elements of woodcraft, care for
the environment and how to safely enjoy the outdoors.

Life Skills
Recipe of the half term
Bensham Brownies
Ingredients
200g sweet potato boiled and mashed
70g chocolate spread
30g flour
Instructions
Mix the cooled sweet potato, chocolate
spread and flour in a bowl. Put in a small
greased tin, bake at 170°C for 15min.
Great for those with little in the cupboard!

Practical Skills
As we are not currently at school,
this is a great opportunity to
practise some everyday skills with
your family or carers. There are so
many students who would love to
be able to tie their shoelaces so
why not give it a go whilst you are
at home? Tying your shoelaces
can be tricky and requires lots of
practise, so don’t be put off. If you
need some more help, there are
lots of great videos you can watch,
just Google ‘tying shoelaces’ or go
to Professor Shoelace’s website.
Good luck everyone!

