
Weekly Communication update 29/01/21

Dear families,

Welcome to this week's Communication update. I will send you a weekly update to ensure you are kept abreast of

all important information.

Government update The Government made an announcement yesterday that schools would not be able to
open before March 8th due to the high number of Covid deaths and the continued high
number of cases. Once I receive any further information on this I will be in touch to update
you.

Online etiquette When your child is doing their online lessons, please remember that they have their
camera turned on. I have had some reports of parents not dressed appropriately, for
example walking through the room in a towel, instances where parents have been heard
swearing and private content picked up from work calls that parents are making in the
background. It is so easy to forget that when your child’s camera and microphone are
switched on, everyone in their lesson can see and hear things from households. Online
learning is new for us all and I thank you for your patience and understanding.

Additional Assistance If your financial circumstances have changed recently please contact the school office. The
school can signpost you to a variety of support which is available. The website also has
useful information. Along with this communication update I have sent a Croydon
Discretionary Form which you can complete if you need financial support with fuel or food.

SIM cards There are still SIM cards with data available for families who do not have access to the
internet. Please contact the office if you would like one to support your child’s home
learning.

GCSE examinations Summer
2021

A decision has yet to be made about how GCSE grades will be awarded this year. In the
meantime, it is very important if your child is in Year 11 that they access all of the online
learning wherever possible so that staff can continue to gather evidence of your child's
levels should this be needed.

Wellbeing Along with this update I am sending you a document which gives you details of services
available to support your families emotional wellbeing and mental health during this
difficult time. Next Wednesday afternoon will be Wellbeing Wednesday afternoon. I am
very much aware that your children are spending a lot more time online than they usually
would when school is operating normally. Therefore, next Wednesday from 1.50-3pm
there will be no ‘live’ lessons during, instead students will be encouraged to have no screen
time and to use this time for exercise, for reading, to spend time with their family
members, to reflect, cook, play games, draw, rest, independent work - anything that does
not involve screen time. If you have a picture of any activity that your child does during this
time,  it can be shown in Friday’s assembly. Every staff member understands the difficulties
with homeschooling and all staff wanted me to pass on their thanks to you for your
continued support with this. You are all doing an incredible job supporting your children at
this time. Please remember that the school is still here to support you. You can contact
your child's form tutor, the office, the Family Support Worker, the Therapy Team, teachers
and Senior Leaders and the IT department to support you..
And to finish, please see this super poem from Ms Norman, Nathan’s mum in Year 8,  which
I think sums up home learning beautifully:
Glum mum
There once was a glum mum,
Who thought, school days were done,
But as she learnt, along with her son,
School at Bensham Manor became, once more,fun..


