
Communication Update from Fiona Robinson, Headteacher, 18/11/21

General Update Hello families. I hope this update finds you well.
This next four weeks is going to be very busy in the run up
to Christmas.
Please return the slips for Christmas Dinner/Christmas
Jumper Day so that we can plan accordingly.
Our Eco-Committee, run by Tracey Weyman and a number
of our students is planning the big Bensham Switch Off as
part of our schools pledge to help the environment. Richie
Morley, Teaching Assistant and Lewis Spackman, Year 10
pupil made a video about climate change and saving
electricity at Bensham Manor. Pupils will learn more
about this during Monday's Tutor Time but the aim will be
to reduce the amount of electricity that we use in school.
Please feel free to link our whole school initiative to home
by looking at your own electrical usage and doing some of
the things recommended by Bensham pupils which
include:
Switching off lights when you leave a room
Turning off electrical devices overnight
Post 16 students have done a great job this week working
on the aesthetic of the Bensham Manor site. Thank you
Post 16.
There have been a number of trips this week including
two Year 11 classes visiting the Museum of London as part
of their Geography Curriculum, one Year 7 class went to
Minster Church as part of their RE curriculum, 8JM are
attending Forest School on Thursday and there have been
a number of sporting events including a football
tournament and Cross Country..
Our catch up programme continues to run - Laura
Armitage sees a number of pupils each week to work on
specific areas of numeracy and literacy and Ian Ford
continues Music Therapy sessions with a range of pupils.

Pupils have been working incredibly hard this week:
Year 7 Life Skills - exploring what makes a good friend e.g.
communication, trust, common interests, a good listener,
someone who compliments you ...
Year 8 Maths - exploring the properties of 3D shapes, and
making 2D drawings of 3D shapes using isometric paper.
Year 9 in Arts Award pupils are looking at an artist of their
choice from a variety of Art and forms. And they will
research their creative journey.
Year 10 in English are focusing on Poetry
Year 11 in PSHE are currently role playing Human Rights.
Post 16 are investigating new work experience placements



including Good Food Matters in New Addington.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.

EHCP meetings Teachers schedule these meetings during the sessions
when they are not teaching. They also have to coordinate
other attendees where appropriate including therapists,
social workers and EHCP coordinators. If you agree a time
with a teacher to attend your child's EHCP review then
please do your best to attend. It is very difficult to
reschedule a meeting if parents don’t turn up and we are
not always able to do so given the tight timeframes for
this legal document. If you do not turn up, the meeting
will go ahead with a senior leader and the paperwork will
be sent to your child’s caseworker. Thanks for your
understanding.

Lateral Flow Testing and Covid update Please continue to test your children at home twice
weekly using the kits we sent home. You should test your
children on Wednesday and Sunday evenings. Covid cases
are stabilising in the UK but deaths are rising. We must
remain vigilant and testing helps us do this. Please do not
send your child to school if they are displaying any
symptoms of Covid. Please email or call the office if your
child is displaying symptoms or has tested positive on a
lateral flow. Additionally, I have been asked to remind
families who have yet to have their children vaccinated
(children who are aged 12 plus) that you can still get your
child vaccinated. You can book through this link -
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/10/nhs-opens-online-c
ovid-19-vaccination-bookings-for-12-15-year-olds/
16 plus can get their vaccine at a walk in centre and 16-17
year olds are now eligible to book for a 2nd vaccine 12
weeks after their first one.

Life Skills Cooking contribution Thanks to those who have contributed £5 for the term to
help cover the cost of ingredients. Contributions can be
made via Kidwizz. Thank you.

Reporting your child's absence You have a duty to send your child to school every day
unless they are ill. You must call us or email the school
office by 9am at the latest on the first morning that your
child is not attending school. We will also need to be
regularly updated if the absence is longer than one day. If
your child has a medical appointment, we will require an
appointment card or a hospital letter etc.. If we do not
hear from you on day 1 of absence the office will call. If
we do not hear from you for three days this will trigger a
home visit from our family support worker as it is a

https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/10/nhs-opens-online-covid-19-vaccination-bookings-for-12-15-year-olds/
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safeguarding issue if we do not know why your child is not
in school. All children have missed out due to Covid during
the two lockdowns. They need to attend school. Thank
you.

Dates for your diary Mufti Days:
Friday 19th of November
This is a mufti day for any student who brings in a
donation for the Christmas Fayre. This could be a bottle,
unwanted gifts, raffle prize or chocolate  - all gratefully
received.
Friday 26th November
Children In Need (we are having our fundraising a week
later as we need to get ready for the fair this week)
Students can wear a onesie (or their own clothes) if they
bring in £1 to donate to Children in Need - a very worthy
cause.
November 27th - Christmas Fayre
December 8th - Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper
day
17th December - LAST DAY OF TERM - pick up 1.25pm.


