
Communication Update from Fiona Robinson, Headteacher, 26/11/21

General Update Hello families. I hope this update finds you well.
It has been yet another difficult week in terms of transport with 5 bus
routes being cancelled in total. I am very aware of the impact that this
is having on both the children's learning and their mental health and I
have raised this with the Head of SEND.
With only three weeks left until the end of term, please prioritise
sending your child to school as long as they are well. There is still lots of
learning to be done and lots of fun activities coming up to help develop
your child's social skills. There will be a wellbeing afternoon next
Thursday, Dec 2nd, where your child will have a drop down afternoon
and do something non-curriculum related.
Our first ever Christmas Fayre is tomorrow, I hope to see as many of
you as possible. What better way to spend a cold day than at the fayre.
There are a variety of stalls, some tombolas, beat the goalie game and
refreshments available include tea, coffee, mulled wine, freshly baked
cakes, hotdogs (vegetarian and meat) and bacon rolls. There will be
tickets on sale for both raffles and the prize winners will be drawn at
the end of the fayre - if you are not on site when the raffle happens and
you are a winner, we will notify you on Monday. Some members of the
Bensham Manor school choir will also be performing tomorrow. I have
been listening to their rehearsals and they really know how to bring the
Christmas spirit. If you are driving to the fayre you will be able to park
in the front playground (the large playground with the MUGA). Please
do not park in the staff car park. Many thanks.

Pupils have been working incredibly hard this week:
Year 7 SPOT (Speech, Language and Occupational Therapy) - Year 7
classes continue with these sessions and they are looking at vocabulary
development and emotional regulation. In Life Skills they are learning
social Skills, including conversational skills and learning good manners.
Year 8 Maths - pupils are learning Names and properties of Triangles (it
is tricky to say and spell isosceles!)
Year 9 in Computing and Digital Media are using Canva to edit pictures.
Year 10 in Religious Education are learning about the impact of the
time spent on Robin Island on Nelson Mandela. In Art pupils are
experimenting on techniques based on their sculptures.
Year 11 in English, pupils have been focusing on learning how to answer
an exam style question. In Textiles, pupils are preparing for their mock
examinations which take place next week.
Post 16 has been learning how to cook butternut squash soup (it was
delicious) and selling it to staff to cover ingredient costs! Well done to

Post 16.

Year 11 transitions and work experience
for Year 10 and Year 10

The school is currently preparing a transition booklet which highlights
what the school does to support transitions and will give you clear
guidance as to how best to support your child at this time. If your child
is in Year 11 you should be liaising with your child’s SEND caseworker
and visiting local colleges/applying to local colleges.
Year 10 and Year 11 will be undertaking work experience in the
Summer term. Please start to look for a suitable placement for your
child. The school will do a visit to and a health and safety check of all
placements.

Lateral Flow Testing and Covid update I have ordered another delivery of lateral flow tests so once they arrive
we will be sending them home. Please continue to test your child twice
weekly.



Life Skills Cooking contribution Thanks to those who have contributed £5 for the term to help cover
the cost of ingredients. Contributions can be made via Kidwizz. Thank
you.

Reporting your child's absence You have a duty to send your child to school every day unless they are
ill. You must call us or email the school office by 9am at the latest on
the first morning that your child is not attending school. We will also
need to be regularly updated if the absence is longer than one day. If
your child has a medical appointment, we will require an appointment
card or a hospital letter etc. If we do not hear from you on day 1 of
absence the office will call. If we do not hear from you for three days
this will trigger a home visit from our family support worker as it is a
safeguarding issue if we do not know why your child is not in school. All
children have missed out due to Covid during the two lockdowns. They
need to attend school. Thank you.

Dates for your diary November 27th - Christmas Fayre 10am-2pm.
December 8th - Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day
17th December - LAST DAY OF TERM - pick up 1.25pm.


