
Weekly Communication update 5/11/21
Dear families,

Welcome to this week's Communication update. It will now include an update about what year groups are doing each week.

General Update Hello families. I hope this update finds you well.  I hope you all had a
lovely half term break.
The school has undergone some building work and general decoration
over the half term. The sports hall has had soundproofing installed to
minimise the echo, new flooring has been laid on both staircases and
corridors, the hallways have been painted, an awning has been
installed outside the dining hall and the new music room has been
completed. Lots more work taking place over half term
Our whole school focus this week has been celebrating Diwali. Donna
Jones, our Religious Education teacher, created a lovely display in the
main foyer about this festival.
Vouchers for free school meals were emailed to families before the half
term. Just a gentle reminder to download the voucher if you have not
already done so. They can be used in a wide variety of supermarkets.
This has been a very difficult week in terms of school transport bus
routes being cancelled - 4 in total. All Croydon schools who have pupils
who use transport have been affected this week. I am liaising with the
transport team and they are working tirelessly to try and minimise
disruption.
Illness absence has also been above average this week. If your child is
not attending school due to being ill then please contact the school
office before 9am. Thank you.
I have received some funding to be able to offer the pupils a breakfast
bagel every day on arrival to school. The next two weeks will be a trial
to see which pupils want a bagel going forward. 11EE pupils and staff
have taken on the preparation and delivery of bagels to the classroom.
A huge thanks to them.
Pupils have been working incredibly hard this week:
In PSHE:
Year 7 have started learning about careers - looking at different jobs
and identifying what jobs they may be interested in the future.
Year 8 has been introduced to the national careers website.
Year 9 is learning about the different types of families.
Year 10 have started their entry level which is on: dealing with
problems in daily life WJEC entry level.
Year 11 are looking at the importance of human rights - they are really
enjoying this topic and are doing extremely well.
11ABR starts their block of time at college today.
Post 16 have been working hard on their independence and
communication skills, together with preparations ahead of our
Christmas Fayre.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.

Lateral Flow Testing and Covid update Please continue to test your children at home twice weekly during the
half term using the kits we sent home. You should test your children on
Wednesday and Sunday evenings. Covid cases are rising across the UK.
We must remain vigilant. Please do not send your child to school if they
are displaying any symptoms of Covid after the half term break.
Additionally, I have been asked to remind families who have yet to have
their children vaccinated (children who are aged 12 plus) that you can
still get your child vaccinated. You can book through this link -
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/10/nhs-opens-online-covid-19-vacci
nation-bookings-for-12-15-year-olds/
16 plus can get their vaccine at a walk in centre.

https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/10/nhs-opens-online-covid-19-vaccination-bookings-for-12-15-year-olds/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/10/nhs-opens-online-covid-19-vaccination-bookings-for-12-15-year-olds/


Parent/carer survey I would like to extend my thanks to the 110 families who completed the
survey. Here are a summary of the results:
90% agree or strongly agree that your child is taught well
92% agree or strongly agree that your child is happy at school
94% agree or strongly agree that your child feels safe at school
88% agree or strongly agree that your child is making progress
96% agree or strongly agree that you are made to feel welcome at BMS
94% agree or strongly agree that it is easy to approach the school with
a problem
97% of you agree that the school keeps you well informed
95% agree or strongly agree that the school expects your child to work
hard and achieve their best
95% of you agree or strongly agree that the school is well led and
managed
92% of you agree or strongly agree that you would recommend this
school to another parent

Data Protection and GDPR audit We had our annual audit and I am pleased to tell you that the auditor
has commended us on the quality of the policies and procedures that
we have in place in relation to the handling of your child’s information.

Christmas Fayre - 27th of November The fayre is fast approaching. We would appreciate any donations for
our bottle tombola or our prize tombola please. Your attendance on
the day would be fantastic. Please promote the fayre to friends and
family.

Picking up your child from after school club Please ensure that you arrive on time as pupils tend to get distressed if
they are late being collected. Thank you.


