
Weekly Communication update 14/01/22 

 

Dear families, 

Welcome to this week's Communication update.  

General Update Hello families. I hope this update finds you well.  
Pupil attendance has improved this week and is 
currently at 88%. Unfortunately there have been 
daily school bus cancellations which does not help 
our attendance figures. 
Staffing still remains a big issue. There are 9 staff 
members not at work due to Covid (either having it 
or having to self-isolate) and there are also 4 staff 
members who are off with other illnesses. My 
primary aim is to keep the school open and operating 
as normally as possible. I have been unable to get 
supply cover so it has been a case of all staff working 
together to keep things going. This has meant that in 
some instances your child has not had the same level 
of support in lessons as they would usually have. 
Additionally, staffing levels in the playground at 
break and lunch times are also affected. Staff have 
been working incredibly hard to support where there 
are gaps. However, I anticipate this to be very short 
term and hopefully as the term progresses staffing 
levels will improve. Thank you for your continued 
support. 
EHCP meetings - these will be held remotely for at 
least the remainder of this half term. Thank you for 
your patience. 

Lateral Flow Testing and 
Covid update 

Please continue to test your children at home twice 
weekly. You should test your children on Wednesday 
and Sunday evenings. Test kits were sent home 
earlier this week. Please do not send your child to 
school if they are displaying any symptoms of Covid. 
Additionally, I have been asked to remind families 
who have yet to have their children vaccinated to 
please consider doing so. 
How to stop coronavirus (COVID-19) spreading  
I have been asked to share the following with you: 
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk to 
you and anyone you live with getting ill with 
coronavirus (COVID-19): 
 
• get vaccinated – everyone aged 12 and over 



can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments  
• wash your hands with soap and water or use 
hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day  
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or 
your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 
sneeze 
• put used tissues in the bin immediately and 
wash your hands afterwards 
• meet people outside and avoid crowded areas 
• open doors and windows to let in fresh air if 
meeting people inside 
• wear a face covering if aged 11 and over 
when it's hard to stay away from other people – 
particularly indoors or in crowded places 
• participate in twice weekly LFD testing 
following national guidelines (recommended for 11 
years and over). We encourage you to log your 
results here: https://www.gov.uk/log-test-site-
covid19-results  
As you are aware, things are changing rapidly, please 
familiarise yourselves with the latest government 
guidance and further information is available at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/  

Clubs  After School Clubs start on Monday January 17th. 
Please ensure you have paid via Kidwizz. 

Safeguarding At Bensham Manor School we have a large 
safeguarding team. Kirstie Byrne is the Designated 
Safeguarding lead and myself, Robin Barwick, Barrie 
Murphy and Matthew Keane are Designated 
Safeguarding Deputies. We have a very robust set of 
systems in place to safeguard your children. All staff 
have regular safeguarding training. As I have said in 
previous communication updates, safeguarding your 
child may involve a member of this team doing a 
home visit on occasions. Safeguarding your children 
will always be a Bensham Manor key priority. 
Attached to this week's update is a poster about 
Replika - please read as there are potential risks for 
our pupils if accessed. 

 


